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What is a Frame Story?

Ayako KIDA*

A frame story is a literary form that has long been popular, such as One Thousand and One Nights and The Decameron.

It is difficult to define clearly, although it is sometimes simply defined as "story in which one or more other stories are

included." Depending on the interpretation, there are many works that could be considered frame stories, especially in

German literature. This has much to do with the development of a new literary genre, the novel, which spread in the late

18th century. In this paper, the definition of frame story and its literary history will be reviewed. This is an introduction

to clarify the characteristics of this literary form and how it came to be popular in German literature.
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