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The Motif of the Box

— In Goethe's Wilhelm Meister's Wanderjahre —

Ayako KIDA*

Several boxes appear in the novel Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre oder die Entsagenden. However, no one knows what is in the box
found by Felix, Wilhelm's son, because its lid always remains closed. Although Hersilie, in whom Felix is interested, later takes the key, the
contents are not revealed until the end. A small box in which a little princess lives also plays an important role in 7he New Melusine, one of the

episode in Wanderjahre, In contrast to Felix's box, which is kept secret, the secret of the princess's box is easily revealed.
Goethe calls the novel Wanderjahre "little books" in a letter. The word reminds us of "Prachtbiichlein". Felix's life, as his little box shows,
remains undecided. It is the little book that is never written, but the end of the novel seems to hold out the possibility that the little book will

follow on from the novel. Felix's box thus shares in the novel's unfinishedness.
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