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Wieland and World Literature

Ayako KIDA*

The concept "world literature" is famous for what Goethe in his later years often talked about, but Christoph Martin Wieland also

used this expression about a quarter of a century before Goethe.

Having a high level of linguistic ability since childhood, Wieland studied many literatures such as ancient Greek and Roman

literature, English, French, Italian and Spanish literature. He learned a lot from Bodmer and others in Switzerland, and was able to

exchange literary information at Count Stadion's Salon in his hometown Biberach. The magazine "The German Mercury", which

he planned and edited, continued to be published for a long time. Magazines became a new place for information exchange, where

writers worked together.

Wieland applied the new knowledge gained through reading and interacting with people to his literary works. He also

popularized a new genre of novels in Germany. After that, Goethe and other many writers of the 19th century began to work on the

genre. Wieland was certainly a pioneer of Goethe's concept of "world literature."
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