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Christmas in German literature

Ayako KIDA*

In German literature, Christmas scenes are often depicted impressively. Christmas time may play an important role as a main

theme in a story, or it can be a scene of a long work.

How Christmas is depicted depends on the work, and varies with the times, however, what is expressed there has something in
common: nostalgia and happy memories of childhood. The German writer Goethe had already written these in his own literature in
the 18th century. A Christmas tree, which was becoming popular in Germany at that time, is so impressive in his earlier work “The
Sorrows of Young Werther”. The bright tree and children contrasts with the sad ending in the novel. Here is a kind of archetype that

orients the Christmas scene in subsequent 19th-century literature.

Christmas scenes are bright and brilliant, with Christmas trees, spicy sweets and gifts. There is an image of happy children.
Therefore, it plays a role not only in emphasizing the misfortunes that may occur in characters in literature, and but also in

contrasting social issues in the 19th century.
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