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Paradox in trying to resolve political apathy by sovereignty education:
From transition of concept about modern politics in approach of social constructivism by Colin Hay

Junya HAMAT*

In 2015, the public officer’s election law were revised to bring voting rights for 18 and 19 years old teenagers as a trump card for overcoming problem

of political apathy of young people in Japan. And new sovereignty education for this new age have promoted in Japanese school education. However

according to the result of House of Councilor’s election in June 2016, teenager’s voting rate was 31.33%. It was lower than overall voting rate was 48.8%,

and teenager’s voting rate in last election at 2016. Generally, people think this result means failure of sovereignty education in Japan. But we can’t

understand that success of sovereignty education will bring necessarily increase of teenager’s voting rate, without critical analysis for detail of sovereignty

education. Rather than can we think decrease of teenager's voting rate is the result of success of current sovereignty education? Because teachers

recommend voting, but they never say who or which political party should be voted. So what is the optimum solution for politics, is devised teenager

students who have leared to respect other people’s opinion and diversity of worth. In this paper, I try to explain a part of responsibility of usual sovereignty

education by surveying Colin Hay’s “Why we hate politics” that clarified structure of modern political apathy in advanced country in Europe.
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