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Person and Identity:
Charles Taylor’s Person Theory and its application possibility

Junya HAMAI*

The purpose of this research is to clarify the structure of Charles Taylor’s communitarianism as a clue for better achievement of ideal in

“multiculturalism” that means to live together with people who have different cultures. Because he is popular as not only one of the researcher of

Hegel’s social philosophy, but politician or activist who have tried to resolve various social problems, for example, conflict between immigrants and

inhabitants in Quebec of Canada, or problem for acceptance of democracy in Thailand. So he can apply theory of Hegel’s social philosophy to practical

and international ethnic problems. Taylor’s interpretation of Identity brings tolerance for people live in different cultures, and his original structure of

person gives great influence to the Identity, therefore | want to focus on relationship between Person and Identity in this research. So at first, | will

clarify the source of moral in Taylor’s thought, which makes person, that is, to think “what am I"”, or “what gives meaning to our lives”. And secondly; |

will show that worth of the answer for those questions couldn’t be changed by explanation of “utility”. Then I can describe why Taylor’s thought can

protect worth of various cultures tolerantly over narrow utilitarianism.
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