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Transformation process of the purpose of sovereign education on the curriculum-policy in Postwar Japan
Focusing on correspondence relationship between social situations and unit structure in course of study

Masayuki AKUTAGAWA*

This paper is intended to clarify the contents of the sovereign education curriculum that the Ministry of Education has made for 70 years in
Postwar Japan. In that case, | focused on the relationship between and social situations (political and economic situations) and unit structure in
course of study. First, in the early postwar Japan, the curriculum was only reference material, emphasis on voluntary educational activities by
schools and teachers. Secondly, as Japan became independent from the United States, and advanced to high economic growth, educational
content became more sophisticated. For that reason, we also had to memorize a great deal of knowledge in the social studies, which legally
constrained the students. Thirdly, as the economy became sluggish, various problems gradually emerged in schools. Therefore, in order to give
the students a clearance, the content of the study was greatly reduced, and educational contents according to students” interests were prepared.
Fourth, in the era of uncertainty such as knowledge-based society, information-oriented society, internationalized society, the ability to solve

some problems has come to be demanded for nurturing sovereign qualities that support sustainable development.
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