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Soseki "Kokoro™ as a Frame Story

Ayako KIDA*

Frame story, a story including one or more different stories, is a classical literary form that has been used frequently in Western literature

since ancient times, for example, Boccacio's "Decameron™ and Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales" etc. This form develops from the late 18th

century to the 19th century.

This paper shows that any of "To the Spring Equinox and Beyond," "The Wayfarer" and "Kokoro", which is regarded as the late trilogy of

Natsume Soseki, can be read as a frame story. It also focuses on the fact that he successfully adopted this form in modern Japanese literature.

In particular, by reviewing what kind of effect the "Sensei’s Testament", provided as a frame, brought about on the entire work, this paper

attempts a new interpretation of "Kokoro".
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