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Theoretical Features of the Principalship in the School Management Theory in Occupied Japan (1):

Competence and Occupation in the Acceptance Process of “Democratic-Liberal School Management Theory”

Masayuki AKUTAGAWA*

This paper is intended to clarify the acceptance process of “Democratic-Liberal School Management Theory” in Occupied Japan, Initially, the way
of school management had been sought by the incumbent principals immediately after the end of World War 11. In the meantime, competence and
occupation of the principalship is embodied in “the Handbook of School Management” issued by the Ministry of Education. Then, the theoretical
characteristics of the principalship had been re-organized by the translation of school management theory in America. Therefore, the following
characteristics were observed for the principalship. (1) Having qualities of foresight, morality, efficiency, democracy, rationality as school leaders. (2)
Supervised by the Superintendents based on the policy of the Board of Education. (3) Taking responsibility for all the process of school management
(Plan-Do-See). (4) Devising a school management plan in accordance with the school conditions and environments. (5) Developing the school

conditions in cooperation with teachers and students.
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