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Nakaya Soetsu : a Trading Merchant in the Warring States Period in Bungo, Japan
Toshio KAGE
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A warlord called as Daimyo in the Warring States period in Japan, used to invite powerful trading
merchants to be their vassals working as pillar of circulation on their fief and agency who could
call individual Chinese merchants to work together.

A Japanese merchant called Nakaya Soetsu kept a big business in the city center of Bungo—Funai
and neighboring Usuki in the reign of Otomo in the middle of the XVI century. He used to have a
business with Chinese traders who engaged in the trade with Cambodia. In the 1550s, his father Kentsu
charged a tol] on deck cargo transported by a riverboat, and he succeeded in exchanging rice collected
as land-tax for Chinese copper coins. This business brought him a large quantity of profit. After
that, in the 1570s, Soetsu can be seen as a rich exchanger of silver growing very quickly inside
of 10 years. He negotiated by bills on long—distance trade between Bungo—Funai and Sakai, one of
the most flourishing port for overseas trade in the western part of Japan.

In this paper, we would like to clarify a case that a Japanese trading merchant grows as a
businessman with political connections by means of ties with a warlord from the end of the sixteenth

century to the beginning of the seventeenth century.
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