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The Ming Dynasty painting Resisting Japanese Pirates (collection of the National Museum
of China) and the Wakou—zukan (collection of the University of Tokyo) was produced to celebrate
the victory of the Ming army over japanese pirates. The year before last, we photographed these
pictures by an infrared camera. Then in a thing interesting, we found a letter on a ship flag.
The ship which a Japanese pirate handles raised a flag written as 7 Koji ”. "Koji ” is the
Japanese name of an era. And ” Koji ” era is from the first year to 4, that agrees from 1555
to 15568 of the Christian era.

According to the Chinese historical materials, Otomo Yoshishige and Ouchi Yoshinaga
dispatched a ship for trade in China in 1556. The 1556 is the second year of the Japanese name
of an era "Koji”. So, the Ming Dynasty painting Resisting Japanese Pirates and the Wakou—zukan
was produced to celebrate the victory of the Ming army over japanese pirates who came from
Japan in the year of “Koji ” Period. And those who dispatched the vessels in the year of “Koji
” Period were Otomo Yoshishige and Ouchi Yoshinaga, Daimyo in the Warring States period, who
extended there power in the western part of Japan in the 1550’ s.
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